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Website: www.mansfield-u3a.org.uk

Noticeboard: http://mansfieldu3a.blogspot.com

1



�������
�
��
���

����
���
��	
���������

THE PAST FEW weeks have been very busy with days out, social events and
holidays complimenting group activities.

Thank you to all who helped and supported our Annual Coffee Morning. It was a
very successful event – raising £376 for members' funds and £156 for Help for
Heroes, thanks entirely to the generosity of members who donated prizes and
produce. Our soldier teddy had been named 'Monty' and was won by Brenda
Thurkettle.

Everyone who came enjoyed the morning with time to sit and chat over a cup of
coffee. It was the ideal time to get to know new members as well as meeting old
friends. Have you looked at the pictures on the website? We all look very happy!

Gardeners splashed out on new plants and diets were forgotten as we indulged
in the delicious cakes for sale and who could resist having a go on the tombola
with all the lovely prizes, even if the whisky was won first dip?

September may seem a long way off but it will be here before we realise it when
we elect a new committee. Nomination forms will  be available from today’s
meeting until the AGM. 

Please give some thought to helping others by volunteering so that your sugges-
tions influence the future for us all. As with all organisations the more you put
into the U3A the more you will get out of it and fresh ideas always allow us to
remain vibrant and forward looking. We have had 11 wonderful years  – let's
make the next one even better.

Our Speaker today is Ken Whitaker talking about Mystical Mauritius.
Sylvia
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 (Please check the website for more information and updates.)
22nd June:  SUMMER CELEBRATION (North Notts U3A Neighbourhood Group) at
John Fretwell Complex, Sookholme Rd, Mansfield. £16, inc hot buffet and entertainment.
Pay bar. 7-12 pm. Details from Rita Turner (01623 660003).

17th  August:  ANNUAL  SUMMER  PICNIC  at  Queen  Elizabeth  School  Hall  and
Cloisters, Chesterfield Rd South, Mansfield. Free, but bring food to share and your own
drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).

30th November: CHRISTMAS LUNCH at Oakwood Suite, Nottingham Rd. £17.25, inc
choice of 3 courses, mince pies and coffee. Pay bar. 12.30 for 1.        Details on page 11 ...
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CONGRATULATIONS must go to our Singing for Fun choir under their excellent leader
Suzy Fell for winning their class at the Mansfield Music and Drama Festival on 26th April.

A full report with photos is on the web site but to be awarded 84/100 and be highly
commended by the  professional  adjudicator  Gareth  Green after  such a  short  time
together is really amazing.

He said the performance was 'confident ... with much to enjoy' when he presented a
Commended certificate and the large audience really seemed to appreciate the excellent
balance and rhythm they achieved.
Sylvia Slack
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THE SUN SHONE BRIGHTLY at 10am and
28 people relaxed as the Redfern bus set off
for Birmingham.

We arrived safely at 11.30am and Pauline
allowed us to go and play until 1.30pm when
she had arranged for a guided tour around
the  art  gallery.  The  gallery  is  situated  in
Victoria  Place;  a  large  open  area  with  a
statue of Queen Victoria and several pieces
of modern sculpture.

I made my way to Brindley Place, which is a lovely area of quay-side cafés and bars. I had
lunch in an Italian style café and watched the barges gliding up and down the waterway.
Very peaceful and worth a visit.

At the gallery, our guide greeted us in the Round Room. For the comfort of their visitors,
the gallery provide foldaway seats; very considerate I thought as these were in addition to
the benches available in various rooms. The guide was brilliant, knowledgeable and funny
as she picked out 7 large pictures that you can see on-line at http://www.bmagic.org.uk/:

The Travelling Companions by Augustus Leopold Egg
The subject was two young ladies, dressed alike. At least that is what we thought until the
guide pointed out the different demeanours of the girls and the suggestions portrayed.

February, Fill Dyke by Benjamin Williams Leader
The subject was a sunset (or sunrise) landscape with land saturated with water alongside
a farmhouse. This is gorgeous and the guide obviously loves this painting too.

The Madonna and Child enthroned with Sts Peter and Mark and a Donor by Giovanni Bellini
This was very interesting. The Madonna and Child looked like statues, the Saints were
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painted to look more animated, almost lifelike, but the Donor was portrayed in a very
different style that prompted a very interesting explanation from our guide.

The Last of England by Ford Maddox Brown
This was a view of the artist and his wife on a migrant boat going to Australia. In reality,
they did not go to Australia but the picture portrays an aspect of life/social history that I
had not seen represented in paintings before. 

The Music Lesson by Jacob Ochtervelt  
This showed a young girl in a beautiful silver luminous dress, practising the piano; her
male music teacher and female chaperone were flirting in the background. The guide
referred to some sexual innuendo represented by the jug held by the chaperone. (I will
pay more attention to jugs in paintings in the future). Let’s move on!

Rest on the Flight into Egypt by Orazio Gentileschi  
This represented Mary and Joseph fleeing to Egypt with baby Jesus. A huge picture and
it appears that the artist had painted the same picture twice, with some amendments to
the subject matter as the guide said she had seen the same subject painting in Paris.

Miss Isabella Franks by Thomas Gainsborough
This was a picture of a little girl in an outdoor scene sitting with a lamb. Again, viewing
was made much more interesting due to the knowledge of the guide.

We had a quick trip to the gift shop, then a cup of tea and back in Mansfield Woodhouse
by 5.30pm. Thanks to Pauline for organising such a lovely day out.
Carole Justice
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I HOPE TO see lots of friends at our  Night of Nostalgia at the Triple 'S' Social Club,
Mansfield Road, Skegby this Friday. 21st May. (There will be ample parking space.)

Local professional artists entertaining us will be: Cass (vocalist), Gary Haynes (guitar/
vocalist) and The Soulman (soul and Motown). Tickets £5 from me today or ring me.  
Peter Haynes (01623 451053)
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IF YOU EVER feel at a bit of a loose end at lunchtime on the fourth Sunday of every
month, why not join us at the Andwhynot? in Leeming St. Mansfield for an economical
meal and a friendly chatter? 

Our inaugural lunch on 25th April was a great success so please let me know if you'd like
to join us. Or just come along as there's plenty of room.
Jessie Best

More Groups News on page 9 ...
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THIS TABLE SHOWS THE DAY of the month, time and frequency using the first two
letters of the day, followed by numbers 1 - 5 to represent the week number. The final
letter M (or F or W) indicates that the group meets monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

So “Tu2. 2.30 M” would mean a group meeting on the 2nd Tuesday at 2.30 pm monthly. 

The main Mansfield and District U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month (except for  August  and December) at the Oakham Suite,  Nottingham Road,
Mansfield from 10 am - 12.30 pm.    
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Art Appreciation Monthly, various
dates

St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Pauline Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: Friday 28th May – Members Contributions, 10 -12

Beginners' Bridge
(With Ashfield
U3A)

Mo, various, 6.30 M Enviro Centre,
Derby Rd College,
Mansfield

Maxine Rose /
Edith Senior 
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 14th June, 28th June 
(Also see page 9 for news about sessions at the Mechanics Institute Th, 10-12.30 W)

Chat and Stitch Mo3, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Marion Owens
01623 634408

Next Meetings: 21st June, 27th Sept, 18th Oct, 15th Nov

Current Affairs Tu2, 2.00 M Friends Meeting
House, Mansfield

Norma Shillinglaw
01623 466934

Next Meetings: 8th June, 13th July

Cycling Sa4, 10.00 M Clumber Park Peter Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July

Digital World We1, 2.00 M TBA David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: 2nd June: Visit to Burton Joyce U3A digital camera group. (Space limited.)

English Country
Dancing *

Sa3, 2.00 M South Forest
Leisure Centre

Jean Kirk
01623 480207

Next Meetings: 3rd July, then restarting in September

All members are invited to contact the relevant Group Leader if they would like to
participate in any interest group or attend an event. NB: * indicates a waiting list.
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Family History Tu4, 10.00 M St John's Centre
Mansfield 

Pat Blackwell
01623 481745

Next Meetings: 26th May – Names; 22nd June – Newspapers, 27th July –TBA

Film Studies * We1, 1.30 M Joy's home Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Meeting: 2nd June, 6th July

Garden Visits During the
Summer

Various Marion Thornton
01623 651528

Next Visits: 18th June – Belton House nr Grantham;  25th Sept – Malvern Autumn Show 

Gardening Tu1, 10.00 M St Peter's Centre, 
Mansfield

Avril McGee /
Freda Cooper  -
01623 452688 /
01623 621173

Next Meetings: 1st June – Plant identification and quiz;
6th July – Visiting speaker: Mavis Wilkinson: Herbs: names, myths and uses 

Holidays 
(Home & Abroad)  

Next meetings:
May 21st & June 4th
10 - 11

Oberammergau
briefing at St
John's School

Margaret
Burlinson
01623 632538 

Next Holidays: 26th June - 5th July – Oberammergau *; 
19th - 23rd July – Sandbay *, Nth Somerset

Introduction to
Internet use  

We1, 10 - 12 M Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: 2nd June

Luncheon Club Th4, 12.30 M Various David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: 27th May – Cross Keys, Epperston

������������

Classical Music 1
*

Th2, 2 .00 - 4 .00 M Members' homes Alan & Marlene
Radford  
01623 427934 

Next Meeting: 10th June at Ruth's – Offenbach

Classical Music 2
*

Mo4, 2.00 - 4.00 M Members' homes Peter Crabbe
01623 624224 

Next Meeting: 24th May at Marie's �  Free Choice of Organ music
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Music 2 Mo4, 2.00 - 4.30 M Members' homes Eric Prescot t 
01623 631160

Next Meetings: 24th May

Popular Music
Appreciation

Tu4, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's School, 
Mansfield 

Peter Haynes 
01623 451053

Next Meetings: 25th May; 22nd June; 27th July
Next Concert Visit: 21st May – Night of Nostalgia, Triple 'S' Social Club, Skegby.

Pudding Club Tu1, 4.00 M Members' homes Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 1st June at Janet's; 6th July at Sylvia's; 3rd August at TBA

Reading 1 * Th3, 2.00 - 4.00 M Peter Dawson's
home

Peter Dawson 
01623 882191

Next Meetings: 17th June; 15th July

Reading 2 Tu3, 2.00 - 4.00 M Ravenshead
Library

Joan McDonald
01623 511713

Next Meetings: 18th May; 15th June; 29th July

Science & 
Technical

Tu1, 1.30 - 3.30 M Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: 1st June – 'Chemistry is fun' with Terry Whitehead
Next Visit: 29th July – Thaymar Ice Cream, Bothamsall at 6.30 

Scrabble Mo2, 2.00 - 4 .00 M Brenda Thurkettle's
home

Brenda Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 14th June, 12th July

Singing for Fun Th1 & 3, 7.30 F Brunts School, 
Park Ave, 
Mansfield

June Fell 
01623 623547

Next Meetings: June: 3rd & 17th; July 1st & 15th

Sunday Lunchers Su4, 12.30 M Andwhynot?
Leeming St, M'field

Jessie Best
01623 628671

Next Meetings: 30th May; 27th June

Tai Chi Mo, 9.30 - 10.30 W St John's Centre 
Mansfield

Cliff Laycock
01623 481985

Next Meetings: May 24th; June 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
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Theatre Visits Various Various Mike Allen
01623 653345

Aug. 11th: Tolethorpe Hall, Stamford – Open Air Shakespeare, 'Much Ado About Nothing'

Treasures Various Various Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Meeting: TBA

!
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Hikers 
(all-day, 6 - 8 miles)

Th1 & Mo3, 9.30 F Tesco car park,
off Oak Tree
Lane, Mansfield

Peter Thurkettle 
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 3rd June – Ilam; 21st June – Rampton; 1st July – Eyam & Abney 

Strollers
(a leisurely 2
miles) 

We2, 10.30 M Various Geoff Davies 
01634 623556

Next Meetings: 9th June – Clumber Park; 14th July �  Brierley Forest Park, Huthwaite 

Walkers 
(an easy 4 - 5 miles)

We4, 10.30 M Various Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 26th May – Pleasley Vale; 23rd June – Creswell Crags  

Whist Various Sa, 7.30 M St Philip's Church
Hall, Chesterfield
Rd, Mansfield 

Edith Senior
01623 654022

Next Meetings: 19th June; 11th September

Wine Appreciation 
2 *

We3, 7.30 M Members' homes Mike Allen
01623 653345

Next Meetings: 19th May – Italian whites with Mike; 16th June SA – Pinotage

Wine Appreciation
 3 *

Tu4, 7.30 M Members' homes Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 1st June – Riesling with B & L; 22nd June – Pinotage with Jill

#��$
%�&��  

AS UPDATES are now a regular feature of the Newsletter, I'm delighted to report that we
raised £45.65 in April – which brings the total for 2010 to £180.05. Perhaps our glorious
leader can explain the odd 5p when all items are 10p, 20p or 40p? I cannot!

Remember, recycle and keep the subs down.  ALL books charged at 40p.
Terry Whitehead
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ONCE  AGAIN,  we'll  be  visiting  Tolethorpe  Hall  near  Stamford  for  the  Open  Air
Shakespeare play. This year, it's a comedy – 'Much Ado About Nothing'. The plot's as
complex as ever, so I'll leave you to read it up! (There's a link on our web page.)

For the 16 who are going on Wednesday, August 11th, the cost is £11 for the ticket and
£12 for the coach (tip included) – £23 in total per person. The coach leaves the Odeon
car park at 4.30pm and returns late!

Please pay at the May meeting – one cheque to Mansfield & District U3A, and then you'll
get the ticket. I need to remind you that if you can't go, you'll have to get a replacement
as everything's been paid for in advance!

Don't forget to bring food and drink, chairs and cushions, macs and umbrellas – but not
wellies and arks, I hope. Of course, you could book a meal – I have some info. 
Mike Allen

�����	
MEMBERS WHO would like to brush up their Acol playing skills would be welcome at
The Mechanics Institute in Mansfield on Thursday mornings 10am - 12 30. This is a very
friendly game, with sympathetic expert helpers available for those who have forgotten
most of what they learnt! There are also a few places for beginners.

Please give me a ring if you are interested. (They know that Sherwood members would
be missing on the second Thursday.)
Edith Senior tel. 01623 654022

%����
��
THE BALANCE of £152 is due today please for the 5-day N. Somerset holiday in July .
(Cheques payable to Sherwood U3A).

Please do not forget the two pre-holiday meetings on the 21st May or the 4th June at St
John's School (10 - 11am) for members going to Oberammergau  (June 26th - July 5th).
Make sure you know which day you are down to attend. It is important because coach
plans, itineraries with list of hotels and excursion details, luggage labels and other inform-
ation will be handed out then.
Margaret Burlinson 
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MONDAY 10th January 2011 to Friday 14th January 2011. Bed, breakfast evening meal
all entertainment included. Prices are held at £190 sharing, £230 single. I only have 10
singles so if you can share please do so. I need details and deposits (£50 to Mansfield &
District U3A) as soon as possible. If you have doubts ask anyone (82 of them) who went
this year.
Terry Whitehead 01623 626991 or  Email Thoresby2011@yahoo.co.uk
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SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD'S  Thai  Chateau lived  up to  its  reputation  as the best  Thai
restaurant in North Nottinghamshire by welcoming the Luncheon Club to a superb and
authentic Thai banquet that included a pre-starter of crackers and dips, individual starter
platters of vegetarian spring rolls, pork on toast, Thai fish cakes and pork spare ribs
before presenting dish after dish of red and green curries, marinaded duck breast, king
prawns ...

Chef had kept the spicing to a gentle level by request and several members were so
delighted by the fragrant flavours that they vowed to return to try spicier versions soon.

This event was many people's highlight of the Luncheon Club's season so far – and one
of the best value – so it was a shame that several regular members missed-out for one
reason or another.
David Ling 
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CHILEAN WINE is good, but we usually drink the Cabernet Sauvignon. Wine Group 2
tasted the indigenous grape Carmenere at the last meeting at Joan's house.

Carmenere used to be called Chilean Merlot, and it is very similar in structure and taste.
However, we found that, while pleasant, the wine had no real 'zing'. In fact, the 4 wines
tasted so alike that the marks varied very little – nor did the prices. The bottle from Sains-
bury's eventually 'won', but I'm not sure we would rush to buy it. 

The meeting this Wednesday is at Mike's house  – Italian Whites (not PG!). See you
there.
Mike Allen
______________________________________________________________________________
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UPDATES this month include:
� the addition of thumbnail photo-slideshows to our Home Page and About Us to

enliven these pages and I hope everyone likes them. The pictures are random
feeds from our on-line photo albums and change every time you visit those
pages. (I could add some more if any group leader would like an album feed on
their page too.)

� our Documents page now has guidance notes for Group Leaders about how
they can use the national U3A Resource Centre library to borrow CDs, tapes
and DVDs on a huge range of subjects that may interest their members. These
lists are available to anyone who registers at http://www.u3a.org.uk/ so why not
browse and ask the relevant group leader to book something for a meeting?

David Ling
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WE ARE ALL TOLD not to use the same password for different things and to make a
password as random as possible and never to write it down anywhere – to stop anyone
emptying your bank balance if they guess your password. Unfortunately, if you make
them really random you cannot remember them.

A typical password is 'Mother's maiden name'. I am sure the Family History Group can
crack that one. Then we use your birthday, same answer. These details are in the public
domain if you know where to look (and the criminals DO).

There are several ways to keep a password secret. The ones I use are different combin-
ations of several not-so-easy phrases. For all my passwords I use the cat's name, the
number on the back of my watch, the number of our first Cortina, the combination of the
alarm system at Church, the budgie's name and so on. So, to remind me of the pass-
word for my Dropbox account that I mentioned in March, I have written it  down as
Church, bird, cortina. That is a mixture of eight letters and eight numbers. If a criminal
tries to find that by telling his computer to try all the possible combinations there are
36x36x36x36x36x36x36x36 different ones. At one per second, about 150,000 years!

You may find banks or credit card agencies ask for a password when they ring you up (or
you ring them). Try to change the password to something other than mum's maiden name.

I have recently changed my password with a certain agency to the number of the first van
we had in 1967. They give the prompt “green van” and I reply “DRH 613” – or something
like that! (Lilian knows it and my son might but they are the only other two persons in the
world who would.) Change as necessary but if someone rings up asking for credit card
passwords DO NOT REPLY unless they give you the correct prompt.
Terry Whitehead
))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) )))))))))
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THE CHRISTMAS LUNCH this year will be held in our usual room here at the Oakham
Suite. It is an ideal location with which we are all familiar and the parking is very good. It
will be held on Tuesday 30th November 2010 and the price will be £17.25 per head.
There will be two starters, main courses and puddings to choose – followed by coffee
and warm mince pies.

We will be able to meet for drinks in the upstairs bar at 12.30 prior to the meal which will
be served downstairs at 1 o'clock. I will give you more information at the AGM in Sept-
ember and I will take names and menu selections together with cheques at the October
and November meetings.

Your Committee and I do hope you will support this very popular social event.
Norma Shillinglaw

11



+����

To: Mansfield U3A choir. 
(Choir mistress: Suzy Fell).
From: June Fell.
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A woman's husband dies. He had left £30,000 to be used for an elaborate funeral.
After everything's done at the undertakers and cemetery, she tells her closest friend that "there's

absolutely nothing left from the £30,000."
The friend asks, "How can that be?"

The widow says, "Well, the funeral cost was £6,500. And of course I made a donation to
the church. That was £500, and I spent another £500 for the wake, food and drinks.

The rest went for the memorial stone.”
The friend says, "£22,500 for the memorial stone? My God, how big is it?"

The widow says, "Four and a half carats."
______________________________________________________________________________
*	+
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PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS for the next (June) issue of this newsletter by email to 
mansfieldu3a@aol.com as soon as you can – and by 4th June at the latest . Thanks! 
David Ling (01623 822994)
______________________________________________________________________________

Editor : Glynis Benford (01623 459619)  Printed by : Portland Print (www.portlandprint.org.uk/)
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