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Website: www.mansfield-u3a.org.uk

Noticeboard: http://mansfieldu3a.blogspot.com
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AT LAST SPRING seems to be on the way! There was a very favourable response to
last month's newsletter (when Marion donated her stag to us did she ever imagine he
would be a front page pin-up!)

We hope you approve our 12 page edition for March. This will allow for larger print size
and more news items. The enlarged newsletter will be on a trial period for 4 months. If
enough reports are not sent in it will have to return to the shorter version - so please send
in any item of interest.

Activities are back in full swing and many of you are looking forward to holidays and
outings. One of the main strengths of the U3A is the friendship and sharing of experi-
ences and we look forward to hearing from you about these.

Our speaker this month is Peter Davis who will be entertaining us with his story telling -
sit back and enjoy a good tale!

Your committee wish you all a very Happy Easter.
Sylvia
__________________________________________________________________
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CONTRIBUTIONS for this newsletter are  easiest and quickest to process if you simply
include them within your email or attach them as a plain text file (.txt) from Windows
Notepad. (Without any indents, columns, tables, tabs, extra spaces, etc, please, as these
all have to be deleted before typesetting.) Thanks!
David Ling (mansfieldu3a@aol.com)
__________________________________________________________________
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 (Please check the website for more information and updates.)

1st April: ASHFIELD U3A OPEN MEETING with gardening expert and TV personality
Martin Fish. Tickets: £3, inc refreshments, from Jill Pullan (01623 400545).

23rd April:  ST GEORGE'S DAY COFFEE MORNING at The Towers, with plant and
cake stalls,  'name the hero' competition and raffle in aid of Help the Heroes and
tombola.  Tickets  £2,  including  coffee. Details  and donations from/to Sylvia  Slack
(01623 633981).

8th May:  STARDUST SWING BAND NIGHT at St John's Centre, Mansfield. £8, inc
food, but bring your own drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981). 

17th  August:  ANNUAL SUMMER  PICNIC  at  Queen  Elizabeth  School  Hall  and
Cloisters, Chesterfield Rd South, Mansfield. Free, but bring food to share and your own
drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).
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Quiz Night

THE QUIZ NIGHT HELD on the
20th  of  February  at  St.  John's
Centre  was  very  well  attended
and  enjoyed  by  all,  particularly
the  winners,  'The  magnificent
eight',  led  by  Terry  Whitehead
and including  Lilian Whitehead,
Joy and Nick Crowe,  Alan and
Marlene  Radford,  Ruth  Harper
and Ken Gilbert. 

There were 8 themed rounds of questions and two table quizzes. Teams could choose
when to play their Joker card and score double points for that particular round. The
scores for the first three highest teams were very close but The Magnificent Eight had the
final highest score, closely followed by The Snowdrops, led by Norma Shillinglaw, and
The Marksmen led by Joe Crosby. Each member of the winning team received a prize of
£5. 

The tests were well conducted by Ian and Pauline who had put together a very compre-
hensive series of questions, the raffle run by Marion Owens was well supported and the
catering, led by Sylvia and Janet, was excellent.
Eric Prescott
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I HAVE NOT GOT DETAILS of next January's holiday to  Thoresby yet but please register
your  interest by email to thoresby2011@yahoo.co.uk if you'd like to be kept informed. I shall
be contacting Warners at the end of this month to get prices and terms and conditions (e.g.
number of single rooms allowed)
Terry Whitehead


��	������
INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNET has progressed from one-to-one basic tuition and
is moving on to open sessions for members with some experience who want to learn
more. It is meeting on the first Wednesdays at Stanton Hill Baptist Church from 10 – 12.
DIGITAL WORLD has held exploratory talks with Burton Joyce U3A's Digital Photo-
graphy group and is planning an inaugural meeting for Mansfield U3A soon so that our
camera users can discuss sharing knowledge and specific interests.
David Ling
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REGARDING THE OUTING to Hemswell on Wed 31 March. We will leave the Odeon
carpark at 9.00 and I will be collecting the payments today. (£9 each, by cheque payable
to Mansfield and District U3A please. This will include a tip for the driver.)

There are several interesting auctions coming up with details on the website – or ask me
if you want to know more. 
Joy Crowe

������	������
WE HAVE PLANNED two garden visits this year:

The first one is on Friday 18th June and it's to Belton House near Grantham, a National
Trust property. Belton House is one of the finest examples of Restoration architecture
built in 1685-88. Relax in delightful gardens, linger by the lakeshore, and explore the
magnificent parkland. 

The coach fare is £7.50 for National Trust members. For non-members, the total price
will be £16 or £14 if you do not wish to visit the house. The coach will leave the Odeon
car park in Mansfield at 9.30am.

THE SECOND VISIT is  at the end of the summer. It's on Saturday 25th September and
it's to the Malvern Autumn Show. This will be a celebration of the best of nature’s harvest.
There will be a mix of autumn flowers, RHS flower show, harvest produce, native live-
stock, and great shopping. 

The total cost is £23.50 if you are not an RHS member. Coach only is £9.50. The coach
company wish to leave from the Odeon car park in Mansfield at 7.30am with a stop on
the way down. There will be a stop on the return journey.

If you would like to join these visits, please come and sign the sheets at the monthly
meeting or contact me on 01623 651528.
Marion Thornton

�������	�������	�������
JEAN KIRK TELLS ME that a rush of people wanting to learn English country dancing
has forced her to put a hold on new applications for the time being. Ring her on 480207 if
you'd like her to let you know as soon as she can cope with more.
David Ling

More Groups News on page 9 ...

������
SOME ERRORS crept into February; sorry!

Classical Music 1:  The correct meeting code is: Th2, 2 .00 - 4 .00 M
Cycling: Peter Thurkettle's phone number is: 01623 628136. 
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THIS TABLE SHOWS THE DAY of the month, time and frequency using the first two
letters of the day, followed by numbers 1 - 5 to represent the week number. The final
letter M (or F or W) indicates that the group meets monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

So “Tu2. 2.30 M” would mean a group meeting on the 2nd Tuesday at 2.30 pm monthly. 
 
The main Mansfield and District U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month (except for August and December) at the Oakham Suite, Nottingham Road,
Mansfield from 10 am - 12.30 pm.    

!�������	����� �������� �������	"����� #�����$�������

Art Appreciation Monthly, various
dates

St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Pauline Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: Monday March 29th 2 - 4: French Impressionists (2)
Next Visit: Sunday April 18th: Coach trip to Birmingham Art Gallery 

Beginners' Bridge
(With Ashfield
U3A)

Mo, various, 6.30 M Enviro Centre,
Derby Rd College,
Mansfield

Maxine Rose /
Edith Senior 
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 15th March; 12th April

Chat and Stitch Mo3, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Marion Owens
01623 634408

Next Meetings: 19th April; 17th May

Current Affairs Tu2, 2.00 M Friends Meeting
House, Mansfield

Norma Shillinglaw
01623 466934

Next Meeting: 13th April

Cycling Sa4, 10.00 M Clumber Park Peter Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meeting: May

Digital World TBA TBA David Ling
01623 822994

A new group hoping to help members make the most of their digital cameras.

English Country
Dancing *

Sa3, 2.00 M South Forest
Leisure Centre

Jean Kirk
01623 480207

Next Meetings: 20th March; 17th April

All members are invited to contact the relevant Group Leader if they would like to
participate in any interest group or attend an event. NB: * indicates a waiting list.
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Family History Tu4, 10.00 M St John's Centre
Mansfield 

Pat Blackwell
01623 481745

Next Meeting: 23rd March; Speaker Rodney Cousins: 'Items from Granny's attic' 

Film Studies We1, 1.30 M St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Meeting: Ask Joy for details

Garden Visits During the
Summer

Various Marion Thornton
01623 651528

Next Visit: Around Eastbourne in May with the Holidays (Home & Abroad) Group *

Gardening Tu1, 10.00 M St Peter's Centre, 
Mansfield

Avril McGee /
Freda Cooper  -
01623 452688 /
01623 621173

Next Meeting: 6th April; Visiting speaker Mike Davey: 'A suburban garden throughout
the year'

Holidays 
(Home & Abroad)  

Various Various Margaret
Burlinson
01623 632538 

Next Holiday: Around Eastbourne in May with the Garden Visits Group *

Introduction to
Internet use  

We1, 10 - 12 M Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: April 7th

Luncheon Club Th4, 12.30 M Various David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: March 25th. Lakeside, Arnold NG5 8PH

�����	������

Classical Music 1
*

Th2, 2 .00 - 4 .00 M Members' homes Alan & Marlene
Radford  
01623 427934 

Next Meeting: 8th April at Marlene and Alan's - Bruckner
Next Concert Visit: 15th April, Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham, Northern Sinfonia. 7.30 *

Classical Music 2
*

Mo4, 2.00 - 4.00 M Members' homes Peter Crabbe
01623 624224 

Next Meeting: 22nd March at Marie's - Free Opera Choice
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Music 2 Mo4, 2.00 - 4.30 M Members' homes Eric Prescot t 
01623 631160

Next Meeting: 22nd March: Tranquil Moods, with Norma and Ian

Popular Music
Appreciation

Tu4, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's School,
Mansfield 

Peter Haynes 
01623 451053

Next Meeting: 23rd March - Musical lunch at Carnavon Arms, Teversal
Next Concert Visit: 11th April - Palace Theatre Newark, 'The Swing Commanders', 7.30

Pudding Club Tu1, 4.00 M Members' homes Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meeting: 6th April at Janet's

Reading 1 * Th3, 2.00 - 4.00 M Peter Dawson's
home

Peter Dawson 
01623 882191

Next Meeting: 18th March

Reading 2 Tu3, 2.00  - 4.00 M Ravenshead
Library

Joan McDonald
01623 511713

Next Meeting: 16th March

Science & Tech-
nical

Tu1, 1.30 - 3.30 M Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: 6th April: Visit to Veolia Environmental Services, Forest Town 
Scrabble Mo2, 2.00 - 4 .00 M Brenda Thur-

kettle's home
Brenda Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meeting: 8th March

Singing for Fun Th1 & 3, 7.30 F Brunts School, 
Park Ave, 
Mansfield

June Fell 
01623 623547

Next Meetings: 18th March; 1st April; 15th April

Tai Chi Mo, 9.30 - 10.30 W St John's Centre 
Mansfield

Cliff Laycock
01623 481985

Next Meetings: 22nd March; 29th March; 5th April; 12th April; 19th April

Theatre Visits Various Various Mike Allen
01623 653345

Next Visits: 8th April -Theatre Royal Nottingham, 'We’ll Meet Again' – the blitz hits
July 6th - 10th - Stamford, Open Air Shakespeare, 'Much Ado About Nothing'
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Treasures Various Various Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Visit: 31st March, to Hemswell antiques centres, leaves Odeon carpark at 9.00

%��&���	������

Hikers 
(all-day, 6 - 8 miles)

Th1 & Mo3, 9.30 F Tesco car park,
off Oak Tree
Lane, Mansfield

Peter Thurkettle 
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 1st April, Maplebeck / Caunton;  19th April, Derwent Edge 

Strollers
(a leisurely 2 miles)

We2, 10.30 M Various Geoff Davies 
01634 623556

Next Meetings: 14th April - Harlow Wood; 12th May - Rufford Abbey 
Walkers 
(an easy 4 - 5 miles)

We4, 10.30 M Various Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 24th March - Spa Ponds; 28th April - Kneesal

Whist Various Sa, 7.30 M St Philip's Church
Hall, Chesterfield
Rd, Mansfield 

Edith Senior
01623 654022

Next Meetings: 27th March; 24th April 

Wine Appreciation 
2 *

We3, 7.30 M Members' homes Mike Allen
01623 653345

Next Meeting: 21st April - Chilean Carmenere with Joan and Hilary

Wine Appreciation
 3 *

Tu4, 7.30 M Members' homes Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: 23rd March – Viognier with Graham and Eileen

#��$
%����

DON'T FORGET THAT THERE ARE ALWAYS fresh second-hand books and magazines
on offer every month - important and very welcome donations from members that are
sold at a fraction of the new price to defray the cost of hiring the hall, etc. 

That's what keeps your subscription so low so please look around during the interval. 

The book table contributed £37.10 in January and £50.20 in February.
______________________________________________________________________

Seen it all. Done it all. Can't remember most of it. 
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WE WILL BE COMPETING in the Mansfield Music and Drama Festival on Monday 26th
April at the Palace Theatre. Time to be confirmed at the April U3A meeting.

We will also be taking part in a performance on Monday 5th July - details nearer the time.
New members would be very welcome - especially men!
June Fell

)�������
10 DAY COACH HOLIDAY TO GERMANY & AUSTRIA, JUNE 26TH - 5TH JULY
Balances are due today for this holiday. If you are not sure how much your balance
is please see me as I was able to deduct an amount from the original sum.
Cheques to be paid to Mansfield & District U3A. 

I have organised two dates 21st May & the 4th June 10am - 11am for our meeting
in St. John's School as only one date was inconvenient for some. Everyone should
know which day they will be attending - again please see me if you have forgotten.

5 DAY HOLIDAY TO EASTBOURNE (MANSION LIONS HOTEL), MAY 10TH -14TH MAY
I have been able to deduct an amount from the balance which is due no later than
the April meeting please. For those sharing your balance will be £159 and for those
with single rooms the balance will be £169. The driver's gratuity is included in this
amount. Cheques as usual to be paid to Mansfield & District U3A.

SANDBAY HOLIDAY IN NORTH SOMERSET, JULY 19TH - 23RD JULY 
Balances for this holiday will be due no later than the May meeting. I shall let you
know how much this will be at the April meeting. Please remember that because
this is a Sherwood U3A holiday, cheques must be payable to Sherwood U3A.
Margaret Burlinson
__________________________________________________________________
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ONE  OF  MY  MAIN  CONCERNS  after
finishing work was not only how would I fill
in my time but also that I would miss the
people that I had worked with. I had been
Deputy  to  the  Accountant  at  Portland
College and had been involved with many
members of staff and students from many
backgrounds and walks of life. 

I need not have worried. In May 2000 Ray & June Reader (friends for many years) asked
if I would like to go with them to a Mansfield U3A meeting. There were about 60 plus
members at this time as it was in the very early days. 
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I remember the speaker brought along a collection of hat pins and gave a very interesting
talk about their history. What I also remember was how� friendly everyone was. I was
made to feel welcome right from the start. Everyone spoke to me and I felt part of the
group straight away. It was just what I was looking for: friendly people of both sexes from
all walks of life. 

I said to Ian that night the U3A is just� what we need and as he was due to retire in a
couple of month's time I was sure it was something we could enjoy together. I helped
with the making of tea and coffee and joined the committee in the September of the
following year. Our membership grew and we moved from the Friends Meeting House to
the Baptist Church. I held several positions on the committee, Membership Secretary,
Vice Chairman (although I preferred to be called Madam Vice as I thought that sounded
far more interesting!) 

I became Chairman as we moved to the Masonic Hall and our membership really took
off then; I then became Honorary President. A lot of hard work but oh so much fun. The
more you put in the more you get out. I also joined with Lynette Fletcher who organised
holidays and Terry Whitehead who organised outings. We had many good holidays to
Nidd  Hall,  London,  Paris,  Ireland,  Bruges  and  a  visit  to  the  European  Parliament,
Northumberland, Devon & Cornwall. We were joined in the early days by members from
Ollerton U3A who were great supporters of our Holiday Group.

We started the first Coffee Mornings to raise much-needed funds. Angus Peterson said if
I would organise them we could use his home which was a delightful venue.

Mansfield was so successful that we had a waiting list of people wanting to join�us. It was
decided to start another U3A and I chaired the steering committee for this new group.
With a lot of hard work from the members of this steering committee, Sherwood U3A was
launched. Now another thriving U3A.

I am now the Group Leader of the Current Affairs Group - a wonderful group where we
put the world to rights. We discuss a wide range of serious and not so serious topics that
effect our lives.

What have I got from Mansfield U3A? Wonderful friends and plenty of interesting things
to do. It has certainly helped to make Ian's and my retirement very happy and interesting.
Norma Shillinglaw

*************************************************** ************
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 (perhaps!)

LAST WEEK I HAD a very nasty computer crash which left me unable to load Windows.
I do have a separate hard drive which I use to keep all data in so while this was a BAD
thing it was not a really disastrous thing, or so I believed. 
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Think about what you have stored on your own computer and pretend it is stolen or you
cannot access the letters, pictures, bank statements etc.

I know a very friendly man who came round with his box of discs and he reinstalled
windows for me. Then we looked at the hard drive with all my data on and up came the
message ‘this disc needs formatting’. Data inaccessible in other words. We had to copy
all the data on the separate drive onto my main computer, reformat the separate drive
and then copy everything back. It took him three hours to get to the stage where he could
go home for tea and leave me copying everything. 

This lasted until next morning and when I put everything back I found I had lost a block of
data.  Luckily the file labelled 'Church' (I am treasurer of Stanton Hill Baptist, and have
been for nine years) and the file labelled ‘money’ were still there.

Losing either of those two files would have been a major disaster. I have however found
a web site called dropbox.com. You get 2 Gb of space on the dropbox server so you can
save files in space with no possibility of loss. This is free (if you want more space you can
pay)  and you can retrieve your  data from any internet computer (provided you can
remember the password you used, but that is something for next month’s magazine).  

If you have more than one computer you put dropbox on both and when you switch on
either computer it connects to the dropbox server and updates the files on your other
computer so the two computers are automatically kept in synch.

My email is terence@whitehead.plus.com if you want to email or I am willing to talk on
626991 (before 9.30 pm) if you need any other information.
Terry Whitehead

*************************************************** *********
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THERE WASN'T ROOM LAST MONTH to highlight how the website can make your life easier, even
if you don't have your own or a family computer because every library offers free  access paid for out
of everyone's council taxes - and staff are happy to help you use it, by appointment.

The home page opens the way to the latest updates to interest group programmes, news and
photos of recent events, a 'what's on soon' guide and a diary for the whole year. There are also a
host of useful links to external websites you may find useful time- and money-savers.

Committee members' phone numbers and email addresses, how Mansfield and District U3A fits
into the national U3A organisation are all there too, and you can read file copies of committee
minutes and newsletters on-line from the Documents page too if you missed a meeting or want to
refer back.

More about the site from time-to-time – and do come along to the new Introduction to the Internet
group and try it for yourself among friends!
David Ling
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� T THEIR FEBRUARY MEETING AT OLLERTON, representatives from Ashfield, the
Dukeries, Hucknall, Mansfield, Sherwood and Worksop U3As met to discuss progress
over the preceding six months. 

Worksop U3A reported the success of their inaugural meeting in November which has
resulted in a membership of 160. There are already a number of successful interest
groups so please inform any friends or relatives that you may have in the north of the
county that they now have the opportunity of joining U3A.

The main item for discussion was our annual Neighbourhood Event. As most of you are
aware – having enjoyed taking part over the last three summers – we try to meet up with
our neighbours once a year to have a good time together.  
  
There are three suggestions for June 2010. These are:

� A garden party based on the marquee in Rufford Country Park:
� A lunch at The Hostess Restaurant at Sookholme or:
� A concert at Hucknall ‘loosely’ based on the Last Night of the Proms.

All six U3As are asking for the opinions of their own members before we meet up again
at the end of March to make a decision. Please let me know what your choice would be!

I would like to repeat my earlier announcement that details of how to contact neigh-
bouring U3As plus copies of their newsletters are available on our Neighbourhood notice
board.
Rita Turner
Chairman – North Notts Neighbourhood Group

A group of senior citizens was exchanging notes about their ailments. 
“My arm is so weak I can hardly hold this coffee cup.” 

“Yes, I know. My cataracts are so bad I can't see to pour the coffee.” 
“I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck.” 

“My blood pressure pills make my dizzy.” 
“I guess that's the price we pay for getting old.” 

“Well, it's not all bad. We should be thankful that we can still drive.”
_________________________________________________________________________
Next Issue

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS for the next (April) issue of this newsletter by email to 
mansfieldu3a@aol.com by 3rd April at the latest. Thanks! 
David Ling (01623 822994)
_________________________________________________________________________
Editor:  Glynis Benford (01623 459619) 
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