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Website: www.mansfield-u3a.org.uk

Noticeboard: http://mansfieldu3a.blogspot.com

1



�������
�
��
���

����
���
��	
���������

SUNSHINE AT LAST; let us hope it continues.

I recently attended a meeting of the East Midlands Association of U3As
at Nottingham as the Notts Network representative. It was interesting to
hear the ideas and views of other groups – Mansfield certainly came high
on the list of activities on offer, especially holidays!

It was noted that Regions should not request subscriptions from member
U3As for the East Midlands as it is being supported by TAT (the Third
Age Trust, our national parent body). We also discussed the question of
payment for events and subscriptions when cheques are phased out and
I'll be able to tell you more when we receive guidance from the National
Treasurer.

Pauline, Rita and I will be attending their AGM tomorrow on your behalf
so I'll report back in July.

The World Wide U3A network was really shown to me on a recent
holiday in France. Out with walkers from USA, Canada and Australia
they were all in the organisation or knew someone who was – have been
invited  to  visit  Alabama  who  knows  where  that  might  lead;  (2012
holiday?)

Our  speaker  today  is  Philip  Jones  talking  about  The  Lost  Treasure
Houses of the Dukeries
Sylvia
��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������

�����
��

���

	��
�
 (Please check the website for more information and updates.)
22nd June:  SUMMER CELEBRATION (North Notts U3A Neighbourhood Group) at
John Fretwell Complex, Sookholme Rd, Mansfield. £16, inc hot buffet and entertainment.
Pay bar. 7-12 pm. Details from Rita Turner (01623 660003).

17th  August:  ANNUAL SUMMER  PICNIC  at  Queen  Elizabeth  School  Hall  and
Cloisters, Chesterfield Rd South, Mansfield. Free, but bring food to share and your own
drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).

30th November: CHRISTMAS LUNCH at Oakwood Suite, Nottingham Rd. £17.25, inc
choice of 3 courses, mince pies and coffee. Pay bar. 12.30 for 1. 
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ON THE 10th May,  47 intrepid U3A
members set off for Eastbourne. After
a  two-hour  stop  at  Maidstone  we
arrived about  6pm. The rooms were
comfortable and the food was excel-
lent. The first evening’s entertainment
provided by the hotel was bingo and a
music quiz.

Tuesday was a very cold day although it stayed dry. Members visited Great Dixter, which
included a tour of the Hall and in the afternoon visited Pashley Manor Gardens. I settled
for a day in Eastbourne taking in the sights which included a trip to the Redoubt Fortress
which houses a display of the Sussex Regiment including uniforms, medals and memor-
abilia dating back to the Napoleonic Wars. The evening's entertainment was a vocal
guitarist singing songs from the '60s and '70s.

Wednesday was a bright sunny day with a trip to Sheffield Park Gardens. The gardens
were flat with two lakes and an abundance of bluebells. There were trees and shrubs and
a well stocked National Trust shop. Nearby was the Bluebell Steam Railway which some
members travelled on. The restored railway was much to be admired with the restored
Pullman carriages and track layout in fine condition. The railway stretched for 9 miles into
the countryside and work is under way to extend the line to East Grinstead. 

In the evening several members went to the Royal Hippodrome theatre to see Hooked on
Laughter. Included in the show were dancing, magic, ventriloquism and singing. It was a
very enjoyable evening.

A trip to Leonardslee Gardens was on Thursday, another sunny day. The gardens were
vast with displays of rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias. There were seven lakes with
a variety of wildlife including ducks and geese with their offspring adding to scenic beauty.
On part  of  the gardens were wallabies with their  young feeding and jumping in the
sunshine. It is a shame that Leonardslee has been sold for a reported £5 million and will
no longer be open to the public after the end of June. Entertainment at the hotel was
provided by a vocalist with songs from the 60`s and 70`s.

A fine sunny day for Friday, our journey home started with a photo-shoot on the hotel
steps. We then journeyed to Surrey to Wisley Gardens where there was something for
everyone. This ranged from herbs, vegetables, borders, a tropical greenhouse, fruit, lakes
and a well-stocked plant centre – and of course the shop. We got back about 9 pm.

May I take this opportunity to thank Margaret and the committee of the Garden Visits
group for a very enjoyable holiday. Looking forward to the next one!
Glynis Benford

(There are more pictures and Sandra Evans's longer report on the website.)
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A REALLY GOOD time was had by all who attended Swing Band Night at St John's
centre Mansfield on Saturday 8th of May. The big-band sound was evocative of the Glen
Miller-style dance band music of yesteryear that filled local dance halls in the 40's. 

(My own parents met at the Mansfield "Palais" in 1945 and their  special song was
"Moonlight Serenade". I always remember their nostalgia whenever this was played.)

It was good to see people reliving their youth and sharing their expertise on the dance
floor and the Stardust Band left us wanting more!

A final word about the catering: excellent!
Teresa Wells 

(There are pictures on the website.)
______________________________________________________________________
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MONDAY 10 January 2011 TO Friday 14 January 2011. 
I can still fit couples or twins in (£190 pp) but no singles left.  If you need details just ask
or email. For those who have already booked and paid their deposit, the balance will be
required at the September meeting. Warner's want paying by 1st November and your
cheques need to clear before I can pay them. 

(If anyone thinks they have booked and have not paid a deposit, please phone me ASAP.)
Terry Whitehead (01623 626991 or Email Thoresby2011@yahoo.co.uk)
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DAVID LING has asked me to take over this group.

I am in contact with Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN) who have kindly
offered to support the group by helping absolute beginners gain confidence using the free
computer facilities available in every library. It's an opportunity to save time and cut living
costs by at least £500 a year, to quote official estimates.

They arrange tutors at different locations and times throughout Nottinghamshire and the
easiest way forward is if you contact me and I will contact RCAN (via email) with your name
and telephone number. 

If you are wanting to use a computer before you try and buy, the drop in sessions at
Stanton Hill Baptist Church are open 1pm to 3pm on Wednesdays. Members of the NOSH
committee are on hand but they are not computer tutors, just old men with an interest
(aren’t we all).
Terry Whitehead

More groups news on page 11 ...
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THIS TABLE SHOWS THE DAY of the month, time and frequency using the first two
letters of the day, followed by numbers 1 - 5 to represent the week number. The final
letter M (or F or W) indicates that the group meets monthly, fortnightly or weekly. 

So “Tu2. 2.30 M” would mean a group meeting on the 2nd Tuesday at 2.30 pm monthly. 

The main Mansfield and District U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month (except for  August  and December) at the Oakham Suite,  Nottingham Road,
Mansfield from 10 am - 12.30 pm.    
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Art Appreciation Monthly, various
dates

St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Pauline Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meeting: Friday 29th June – Canaletto and Venice, 10 -12
Next Visit: 6th August – Manchester Art Gallery (with Sci Tech Group), £10, dep 9.00

Beginners' Bridge
(With Ashfield
U3A)

Mo, various, 6.30 M Enviro Centre,
Derby Rd College,
Mansfield

Maxine Rose /
Edith Senior 
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 28th June 
(Also Acol sessions at the Mechanics Institute  – Th, 10-12.30 W)

Chat and Stitch Mo3, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's Centre, 
Mansfield

Marion Owens
01623 634408

Next Meetings: 21st June; 27th Sept; 18th Oct; 15th Nov

Current Affairs Tu2, 2.00 M Friends Meeting
House, Mansfield

Norma Shillinglaw
01623 466934

Next Meeting: 13th July

Cycling Sa4, 10.00 M Clumber Park Peter Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 26th June; 24th July; 28th August; 25th September; 23rd October

Digital World We1, 2.00 M TBA David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: 5th July: Visit to Burton Joyce U3A Simple Photography group. (Space limited.)

English Country
Dancing *

Sa3, 2.00 M South Forest
Leisure Centre

Jean Kirk
01623 480207

Next Meetings: Restarting in September
All members are invited to contact the relevant Group Leader if they would like to
participate in any interest group or attend an event. NB: * indicates a waiting list.
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Family History Tu4, 10.00 M St John's Centre
Mansfield 

Pat Blackwell
01623 481745

Next Meetings: 22nd June – Occupations; 27th July – Life in the workhouse

Film Studies * We1, 1.30 M Joy's home Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Meetings: 7th July; 4th August; 1st September; 6th October; 3rd November

Garden Visits During the
Summer

Various Marion Thornton
01623 651528

Next Visits: 18th June – Belton House nr Grantham;  25th Sept – Malvern Autumn Show 

Gardening Tu1, 10.00 M St Peter's Centre, 
Mansfield

Avril McGee /
Freda Cooper  -
01623 452688 /
01623 621173

Next Meeting: 6th July – Visiting speaker: Mavis Wilkinson: Herbs: names, myths
and uses 

Holidays 
(Home & Abroad)  

Various TBA Margaret
Burlinson
01623 632538 

Next Holidays: 26th June - 5th July – Oberammergau * 
19th - 23rd July – Sandbay *, Nth Somerset

Introduction to
Internet use  

TBA Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

Terry Whitehead
01623 626991 

Next Meeting: TBA

Luncheon Club Th4, 12.30 M Various David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meetings: 24th June – Old Reindeer, Edingley; 22nd July – Forest Lodge; 23rd Sept
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Classical Music 1
*

Th2, 2 .00 - 4 .00 M Members' homes Alan & Marlene
Radford  
01623 427934 

Next Meeting: 8th July at Alan & Marlene's �  Elgar

Classical Music 2 Mo4, 2.00 - 4.00 M Members' homes Pe ter Crabbe
01623 624224 

Next Meetings: 28th June at Mike's �  Romantic Period 1820-1910, 26th July; 27th Sept
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Music 2 Mo4, 2.00 - 4.30 M Members' homes Eric Prescot t 
01623 631160

Next Meetings: 28th June at Ray and June's – English composers; 26th July

Popular Music
Appreciation

Tu4, 2.00 - 4.00 M St John's School, 
Mansfield 

Peter Haynes 
01623 451053

Next Meetings: 22nd June; 27th July
Next Concert Visit: TBA

Pudding Club Tu1, 4.00 M Members' homes Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 6th July at Sylvia's; 3rd August at Janet's

Reading 1 * Th3, 2.00 - 4.00 M Peter Dawson's
home

Peter Dawson 
01623 882191

Next Meetings: 17th June; 15th July

Reading 2 Tu3, 2.00 - 4.00 M Ravenshead
Library

Joan McDonald
01623 511713

Next Meetings: 15th June; 29th July

Science & 
Technical

Tu1, 1.30 - 3.30 M Stanton Hill
Baptist Church,
Albert St.

Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Visits: 29th July – Thaymar Ice Cream, Bothamsall at 6.30
6th August. – Manchester Science Museum (with Art App. Group), £10, dep 9.00

Scrabble Mo2, 2.00 - 4 .00 M Brenda Thurkettle's
home

Brenda Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 12th July

Singing for Fun Th1 & 3, 7.30 F Brunts School, 
Park Ave, 
Mansfield

June Fell 
01623 623547

Next Meetings: July 1st & 15th

Sunday Lunchers Su4, 12.30 M Andwhynot?
Leeming St, M'field

Jessie Best
01623 628671

Next Meetings: 27th June

Tai Chi Mo, 9.30 - 10.30 W St John's Centre 
Mansfield

Cliff Laycock
01623 481985

Next Meetings: June 21st & 28th; July 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
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Theatre Visits Various Various Mike Allen
01623 653345

Aug. 11th: Tolethorpe Hall, Stamford – Open Air Shakespeare, 'Much Ado About Nothing'

Treasures Various Various Joy Crowe
01623 645400

Next Meeting: TBA
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Hikers 
(all-day, 6 - 8 miles)

Th1 & Mo3, 9.30 F Tesco car park,
off Oak Tree
Lane, Mansfield

Peter Thurkettle 
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 21st June – W. Markham; 1st July – Eyam & Abney; 15th July – Evening

Strollers
(a leisurely 2 miles) 

We2, 10.30 M Various Geoff Davies 
01634 623556

Next Meetings: 14th July �  Brierley Forest Park, Huthwaite 

Walkers 
(an easy 4 - 5 miles)

We4, 10.30 M Various Sylvia Slack 
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 23rd June – Creswell Crags; 28th July – Rawthorne 

Whist Various Sa, 7.30 M St Philip's Church
Hall, Chesterfield
Rd, Mansfield 

Edith Senior
01623 654022

Next Meeting: 19th June

Wine Appreciation 
2 *

We3, 7.30 M Members' homes Mike Allen
01623 653345

Next Meetings: 16th June SA – Pinotage; 26th June – Summer BBQ with WA3

Wine Appreciation
 3 *

Tu4, 7.30 M Members' homes Ian Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 22nd June – Pinotage with Jill; 26th June – Summer BBQ with WA2

$��%
&�'��  

IN MAY we raised £29.80 for members' funds. The running total for 2010 is £209.85.
Remember, you are going on your summer holidays shortly and will need lots of reading
matter while you wait for the Icelandic volcano to stop pushing dust into UK airspace.
Look on the bright side, that book you will be reading only cost 40p.
Lilian Whitehead.
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TWO MEMBERS of  the committee will  be ending their  t wo-year
terms of office at the AGM on 21st September and no minations are
open now and until the end of July for members to r epresent your
views from then until September 2011.

The committee must consist of between 5 and 12 elected members,
including the principal officer positions of Chair,  Vice-chair, Secretary,
and Treasurer and all candidates, proposers and seconders must be full
members of Mansfield and District U3A.

A vote will  be taken at the AGM if  there are more nominations than
vacancies for committee positions.

Please complete the form below if you are willing to help keep our U3A
running smoothly,  tear-off  the  whole  page along the perforation and
return it to The Secretary by hand today or at the next meeting. Or post
(stamp required) to the address overleaf by 31st July .
_______________________________________________________

l agree to accept nomination to the committee of Ma nsfield U3A for
the position of:- 

Chair / Vice-chair / Secretary / Treasurer / Committee Member
(delete as appropriate) 

Candidate  (signed) .................................................

Proposed by  (signed) .................................................

Seconded by  (signed) .................................................
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Carole Justice,
Secretary,

Mansfield and District U3A,
49 Winster Avenue,

Ravenshead,
NG15  9DD

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 



��	����������'���'!!���	��	
��(	
	���
�������
���
THE SCI TECH and Art Appreciation Groups are organising a joint visit to Manchester on
Friday 6th August so that members can visit the city's Museum of Science and Industry
or the Art Gallery. Both venues have large and interesting collections and we are looking
forward  to an enjoyable day of study – or shopping! 

The coach will leave Redfern’s bus depot near the railway station at Mansfield Wood-
house (cars can be left here free of charge) at 9.00 am and will return from Manchester
at 4.00 pm to arrive home around 6.00 pm. Cost: £10 for the coach but admission to the
Museum and Art Gallery is free.

Please let us know today if you would like to join the trip – friends will be welcome.
Ian and Pauline Boucher

�
�	���

FOR THOSE GOING to North Somerset in July, today will be the last opportunity to
collect coach plans, luggage labels and itineraries.

Christmas, 23rd - 27th Dec. 2010
IF YOU who would like to spend Christmas away from home this year, I am inviting you to
join me at a hotel in England. (I will announce details when I get their Autumn brochure!)
The coach company has agreed to pick us up in Mansfield, providing I can recruit 20
passengers. The cost should be no more than £330 with £60 single supplement – only
two singles left!  Deposit £25 to secure your place.

Isle of Man, 15th - 21st May 2011
NOSTALGIC LITTLE RAILWAYS TOUR – Hydro Hotel, Queen's Promenade, Douglas. 
For 40 passengers minimum cost £379 including driver's gratuity & free excursions to the
South of the island and steam train return, Laxley Wheel and Snaefell Mountain Railway
and Peel Castle. £60 single supplement – only 5 available! Deposit £25 please.

The Loire Valley in France,  10th - 18th July 2011
CHÂTEAUX & WINE TASTING VISITS – Mercure Hotel, Tours.
For 35 passengers cost £659 including driver's gratuity & excursions. No single supplement
but only 1 single room left!  Deposit £25 please. (The cost may reduce for 40+ places.)

We will be crossing the Channel via the Eurotunnel and stopping overnight in Rouen en
route to the Mercure Hotel in Tours. We will be visiting the châteaux of Chenonceaux,
Amboise, Chinon and Angers and wine tasting in Saumur and Chinon. We stop again in
Rouen on our return and should arrive back the next day in Mansfield at approx. 8pm.
Margaret Burlinson

(There's more about these on the website.)

��	
�
CONGRATULATIONS TO Marjorie Smith who came to her very first whist session in May
and won first prize with 92 points!
Edith Senior
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THIS GROUP is part of  Ashfield U3A and invites anyone to visit  one of our weekly
(Wednesday 6.00 to 8.45pm) sessions at West Notts College.

Each member works on his or her individual project. No formal tuition is given, but we have
a culture of mutual help. We own a range of tools and equipment for common use. 

For  information  contact  Peter  Baker  (enapeterb@yahoo.com)  or  ring  me on  01623
559133.
Stuart Daft – Group Leader

��������������������������������������������������� ����������
�
��
���*
��

���#���

���
�

THIS MONTH’S HINT is in the nature of a warning. A while ago a friend of mine had an
email  apparently  from  UPS  saying  a  parcel  addressed  to  him  had  been  returned
undelivered. The email contained an attachment to download, SO HE DID. 

The resulting virus took the help of a very knowledgeable computer expert (who charged
my friend for his time) to eradicate. I have just received an identical email, of course I
would never have fallen for such a trick and I am sure none of you out there would have. 

However, if you are ever tempted to open any attachment from someone you do not
know, remember, the mistake could cost you dearly in effort and MONEY.
Terry Whitehead
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An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's house, and after eating, the wives
left the table and went into the kitchen. The two elderly gentlemen were talking, and

one said, "Last night we went out to that new restaurant in town, and it was really great.
I would recommend it very highly."

The other man said, "What is the name of the restaurant?"
The first man thought and thought and finally said, "What is the name of that flower

you give to someone you love? You know ... the one that is red and has thorns."
"Do you mean a rose?"

"Yes," the man said. He turned toward the kitchen and yelled: 
"Rose, what's the name of that restaurant we went to last night?"

______________________________________________________________________________
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PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS for the next (July) issue of this newsletter by email to 
mansfieldu3a@aol.com as soon as you can – and by 3rd July at the latest . Thanks! 
David Ling (01623 822994)
______________________________________________________________________________

Editor : Glynis Benford (01623 459619)  Printed by : Portland Print (www.portlandprint.org.uk/)
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