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We hope you approve of the new-look newsletter and you will continue to send in
reports of events and information regarding dates and venues of your group
activities by the first weekend of each month.

January's snow and ice meant many of our usual meetings had to be cancelled as
travelling would have been too hazardous but we are now looking forward to a
busy time again with social events, outings and new members joining our groups.

| recently attended a meeting of the East Midland Association of U3As as one of
two Nottingham representatives. This group aims to allow U3As in the region to
gain by coming together to share ideas and experiences. A copy of the minutes of
this meeting is on the notice board and | will keep you informed of developments.

Have a great month.
Sylvia

It was great to see so many new faces at St John's Centre on 1st February at the
new members' coffee morning, to make some new friends and see others.

Sylvia welcomed everybody and several Group Leaders said a few words about
what they did - attracting lots of interest and new participants.

It looks as if at least one new interest group is now at the planning stage as a result
so look for news soon if you're interested in digital technology in any form. Or why
not ask about starting another one - if you're on the waiting list for one of our over-
subscribed reading or wine appreciation groups, for example?

David Ling

(Check the website for more information and updates.)
20th February : Quiz Night: St John's Centre, Mansfield. Tickets: £5, inc light supper from
Pauline Boucher (01623 644798).

1st April:  Ashfield U3A Open Meeting with gardening expert and TV personality Martin Fish.
Tickets: £3, inc refreshments, from Jill Pullan (01623 _400545).

23rd April: St George's Day Coffee Morning at The Towers, with plant and cake stalls, raffle
and tombola. Tickets (£2, including coffee) and details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981)

8th May: Stardust Swing Band Night at St John's Centre, Mansfield. Details to come.

17th August: Annual Summer Picnic. Details to come.
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Interest Group Meetings Meeting Places Leader/Contact
Art Appreciation 2 % 3 45 6 7
) 8'(899:;<

Next meeting: hursday February 25th 10 - 12 noon - French Impressionists

Beginners' Bridge 2 8() =2 5 1 -1 >= %
5 )8'(89)"
Next Meetings: 22nd February; 15th March
Chat and Stitch (") 9) % 3 45 /
) 8'(8(99)<
Next Meetings: 15th March; 19th April
Current Affairs ") ? 0 %
) 8'(988;(9
Next Meeting: 9th March
Cycling %9 ))) 5 6 6
) 8(9<)):
Next Meeting: May
English Country % (")) % @ 3
Dancing 5 = ) 8(9<)):
Next Meeting: 20th February
Family History 9))) % 3 45 6 7
) 8'(9<:9
Next Meeting: 23rd February - 'Wartime memories and memorabilia'
Film Studies # % 3 45 35
)8(899)
Next Meeting: Ask Joy for details
Garden Visits % A
)8(8 <
Next Visit: Around Eastbourne in May with the Holidays (Home & Abroad) Group *
Gardening ))) %6 45 2 B )8(9'8<
"5
)8'(8" «(

Next Meeting: 2nd March - 'Introduction to the gardening year'




Interest Group Meetings Meeting Places Leader/Contact
Holidays A A 7
(Home & Abroad) ) 8(8( (<

Next Holiday: Around Eastbourne in May with

the Garden Visits Group *

Introduction to # A ) % 2?7 .2 @
Internet use S )8'(<";9
Next Meeting: Ask David for details
Luncheon Club 9 '( A 2 @

)8(<"9
Next Meeting: 25th February. Larch Farm, Ravenshead.

o

Classical Music 1 * ") 9)) 4 , C 1

) 8959

Next Meeting: 11th Ma
Next Concert Visit; 25t

rch at Peter's - Kreisler
h Feb, Palace Theatre,

and Peter Maxwell Davies

Mansfield, G & S 'The

Sorcerer' 7.30 *

Classical Music 2 *

9') 9))

4

6 5
) 8'(8'9"9

Next Meeting: 22nd February at Peter C's - Baroque Period 1600-1750

Music 2 9') 90 4 = 6

)8'(8( 8)
Next meeting: 22nd February at Bunty Kirk's - Planes and Boats and Trains
Popular Music 9") 9)) % 3 4% 6 ?
Appreciation )8(9)(
Next Meetings: 23rd February; 23rd March - Musical lunch at Carnavon Arms, Teversal
Pudding Club 9)) 4 % 2 |%

)8'(8((<
Next Meeting: 2nd March at Sylvia's
Reading 1 * (') 9) 6 4 6

) 8'(<<';
Next Meeting: 18th February
Reading 2 (") 9) 12 @ 3 .

)8
Next Meeting: 16th February
Science & Technical 0 (0 % ? 7 D7

5 , % ) 8'(899:;<

Next Meeting: 2nd March - 'Climate Change', Peter Thurkettle




Interest Group Meetings Meeting Places Leader/Contact
Scrabble ') 9) 7 4 7

)8'(8'< (8
Next Meeting: 8th March
Singing for Fun C(:0" 7 % 3"

6 2 ) 8(8'(9:

Next Meetings: 18th February; 4th March
Tai Chi ;0 )0# % 3 45 5 @

)8(9<<
Next Meeting: 22nd February
Theatre Visits A A ,

)8(8((9
Next Visit: 17th March -Theatre Royal Nottingham, 'Enjoy' by Alan Bennett
Treasures A A 35

) 8'(899))

Next Meeting: TBA

# 1"

Hikers cC (;0" / 6
(all-day, 6 - 8 miles) @ ) 8'(8'<(8
Next Meetings: 4th March - Shipley Country Park; 15th March - Teversal Trails
Strollers #' )0 A B .2
(a leisurely 2 miles) )8(98'( 8
Next Meeting: 10th March - Sherwood Forest; 14th April - Harlow Wood
Walkers #9 )0 A % 2 %
(an easy 4 - 5 miles) ) 8'(8((<
Next Meeting: 24th March 2010 - Spa Ponds; 28th April - Kneesal
Whist A % () %6 45 °? = %

5 1 )8(89)"
Next Meeting: 27th February
Wine Appreciation #(:0 4 ,
2% )8(8((9
Next Meeting: 17th March - Gewurztraminer with John & Margaret
Wine Appreciation 9:() 4 D7
3* ) 8'(899:;<

Next Meeting: 23rd February - at lan and Pauline's

Attending: All members are invited to contact the relevant Group Leader if they would like
to participate in any interest groups or attend their events. (NB: * indicates a waiting list.)
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Don't forget that there are always fresh second-hand books and magazines on offer every
month - donations from members that are sold at a fraction of the new price to help defray
the cost of hiring the hall, etc. - and so keep your subscription low.

There's always a big selection of fiction and non-fiction so please look around in the interval.
&&8&&EE&EEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEESEE EEEBEEBEEEEEREE &E&EEEEEEEEESEEE!
0

Thoreshy

Over 80 members of local U3As enjoyed a 4 day holiday at Warner’s, Thoresby Hall in

January. The thick snow and ice made for a perfect winter setting — the views in the park
were stunning and we were all snug and warm inside!

A group of thespians — The Thoresby Players — provided a variety of entertainment including
a Ghost Walk, a Murder Mystery evening and a variety of plays and shows which were all
very enjoyable.

Each evening our own Terry Whitehead conducted a general knowledge quiz in the Pavilion
Bar with prizes for the winning team.

All this plus lovely comfortable rooms and delicious food — we could have stayed another
week!
Pauline Boucher

Members' presentation Day
It was standing room only when a huge and appreciative audience of members was enter-
tained by some enthusiastic interest groups 'showing-off' in January.

It was a shame that June Fell was away on family business and so missed the applause the
Singing for Fun group won for an astonishing performance under her grand-daughter and
choir-mistress Suzy.

To perform so musically and professionally so soon after formation only just before
Christmas and after the cancellation of two rehearsals because of snow is beyond praise.
David Ling

Burns Night with Wine Appreciation 3
Wine Group 3 celebrated Burns Night in the customary way on 25th January.

Barrie welcomed everyone and delivered the Selkirk Grace. The Haggis was piped in and
Graham, in full Scottish dress, proposed a toast and addressed the Haggis.

A delicious, traditional Burns Night meal followed and was enjoyed by everyone. Glowing
compliments were paid to the chef, Lynne. Vocal entertainments were given by lan, Jill,
Colin and Carol. Malcolm proposed the traditional toast to the lassies and Sylvia replied.

Readings regarding the Lost Manuscript and the Immortal Memory were presented by
Eileen and Ron and a number of Scotch Whiskies were tasted.

The evening ended with a lively rendition of Auld Lang Syne.
lan Boucher



New Year with the Luncheon Club

The Luncheon Club's Indian New Year feast at Vhojon included a lesson on how to make
naans but | don't think many members will want to try that at home - although I'm sure
Hussain would be delighted to help you chose a tandoori oven!

It was a return visit to what has become a club favourite but Southern Indian cuisine was a
new experience for some who | know will be enjoying it again soon as the restaurant team
really pulled all the stops out.

David Ling

* $

There's some good news for groups who use the NCC-sponsored community bus service
as the decision to withdraw funding, reported in Chad and elsewhere, has been rescinded
following a re-think of council budgets.

It's based at the Kirkby Volunteer Centre at Kirkby in Ashfield and is available for any
members or group leaders to hire for outings, functions etc.

Mansfield U3A pay a small annual registration fee to be part of this scheme so don't miss-
out on any opportunity to take advantage. The minibus has 16 seats.

Ring them on 01623 753192 if you have a proposed journey and they'll check availability
and quote costs, which are based on a rate of £0.90 per mile, including driver.
Pauline Boucher

e
Theatre Visits

All the money is now in  for 'Enjoy' by Alan Bennett on Wednesday March 17th and | can't
get any more tickets!

Please collect your tickets from me today and please remember that you must make your
own way to the Theatre Royal in time for the performance at 2.00 pm.

‘We'll Meet Again' - the nostalgic World War 2 singalong on April 8th at the Theatre Royal -
also starts at 2.00 pm. The party size is still under 20, so the price is £10.

Please pay me today if you have booked tickets as the money has to be in by Friday - or tell
me if you'd like to join us as tickets are still available.

Stamford is still being sorted.
Mike Allen

Popular Music Appreciation

This is the second anniversary  of the music group. | would like to thank everyone for their
continued support. | personally have found it a most enjoyable, entertaining afternoon. |
hope it continues for many more years to come.

Thank You!
Peter Haynes



Holidays (Home and Abroad)
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| would like to remind the 42 people going to Oberammergau that the balance for this
holiday is due at the March meeting please. Since there are various prices, you will need to
see me at the 'holiday table' during the interval today so that | can give you the final price
with the calculated deductions for each category. Cheques to be made payable to Mansfield
& District U3A.

| will also need your passport details - no later than the April meeting please. From past
experience | find it is better if you make a photo copy of the page which includes your
photograph. | can return this to you once | have taken off the information | need. It is always
useful to have a copy should you mislay your passport whilst away.

A reminder also about your E111 card which you will definitely need should you have an
accident and have to go to hospital. You can send for the E111 online or from the post
office.

| still have the passport details of those passengers who went to Tuscany and Poland.
Please let me know at the meeting if these are still relevant and have not been renewed.
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| have booked a room at St John's School on the morning of Friday 4th June: 10am - 11am
for us to meet with our guests from Chesterfield U3A, Hasland, and Newton, and also for me
to hand out coach plans and any other relevant material. Please let me know ASAP if this
date is inconvenient for you!
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The balance for this holiday is due at the April meeting please. Cheques to be made payable
to Mansfield & District U3A. | will be able to tell you the figure, with any deductions, at the
March meeting.

As instructed, money for the gardens needs to be paid separately to Marion, Karen or Janet.

Since | have money to collect for the Oberammergau holiday at the March meeting, perhaps
you could collect your coach plans today please, along with copies of sample menus and
leisure facilities in Eastbourne.

Margaret Burlinson
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Please send contributions for the next (March) issue of this newsletter by email to
mansfieldu3a@aol.com by 7th March. Thanks!

David Ling (01623 822994)

Editor: Glynis Benford (01623 459619)



