THE THIRD AGE TRUST

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

Established 1999

Website: www.mansfield-u3a.org.uk
Noticeboard: http://mansfieldu3a.blogspot.com



SPRING AT LAST! Sunshine and flowers giving us all a welcome boost, although U3A
members ignored the dreadful weather of the last three months and monthly meetings
and interest groups were all well attended.

The enlarged Newsletter received a very positive response from members. Thank you to
all Group Leaders who do a wonderful job of running the groups as well as keeping us all
informed. (Please take the Newsletter home with you — it was a little disappointing last
month after all the effort involved to find some left behind on chairs. It does contain all the
information you need for the month.)

We hope to see as many of you as possible at our Annual Coffee Morning on Friday. This
is always a very enjoyable occasion where we relax with friends and make new ones.

We have a variety of social events during the year where we are able to meet together
and in May you will be able to enjoy the Stardust Big Band (back by request for the third
time) playing some Glen Miller selections. Come, listen or dance, and enjoy the evening.

This month's Speaker is Malcolm Dalby who will be talking about the Pilgrim Fathers.
Sylvia
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SEVERAL OF US have felt at a bit of a loose end on some Sundays so we've decided to
become S , meeting on the 4th Sunday of every month for a meal and chat.

Our first lunch will be at the Andwhynot? in Leeming St. (ample carpark) on 25th April at
12.30 so please sign the sheet on the noticeboard or let me know if you'd like to join us.
Jessie Best (628671)

(Please check the website for more information and updates.)

23rd April: ST GEORGE'S DAY COFFEE MORNING at The Towers, with plant and cake
stalls, 'name the hero' competition and raffle in aid of Help the Heroes and tombola.
Tickets £2, including coffee. Details and donations from/to Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).

8th May: STARDUST SWING BAND NIGHT at St John's Centre, Mansfield. £8, inc food,
but bring your own drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).

22nd June: SUMMER CELEBRATION (North Notts U3A Neighbourhood Group) at
John Fretwell Complex, Sookholme Rd, Mansfield. £16, inc hot buffet and entertain-
ment. Pay bar. 7-12 pm. Details from Rita Turner (01623 660003).

17th August: ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC at Queen Elizabeth School Hall and
Cloisters, Chesterfield Rd South, Mansfield. Free, but bring food to share and your own
drinks. Details from Sylvia Slack (01623 633981).
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FOLLOWING an incident when Ashfield Walking Group ‘A" had to call upon the emer-
gency services, it was decided that it would be beneficial to update members of action to
be taken in the event of any future emergencies and on current thinking in first-aid.

Therefore a meeting of the combined walking groups of Ashfield, Mansfield and Hucknall
U3As took place on 22 March and was attended by 52 members.

Mr Robin Isterling, a Paramedic Team Leader with almost 30 years' experience, based at
Kingsmill Ambulance Centre and the son of one of our own U3A members, Gwen Harry,
gave a presentation. His talk included advice on heart attacks, stroke, diabetes, fractures
and haemorrhage so we now feel more confident in rendering first aid at the scene and in
obtaining early intervention by the professional emergency response services.

Thanks were extended to Robin for attending on his day off — it is very reassuring to
know that such professional help is at hand when needed. Although not a fund-raising
event, after costs were deducted, a donation of £38 was sent to the Lincolnshire &
Nottinghamshire Air Ambulance.

David Porter, Co-ordinator of Ashfield Walking Group 'A', & Peter Thurkettle

AMONGST THE 20 members who saw Alan Bennett's Enjoy at the Theatre Royal on
17th March there were some who were made uneasy, probably because of the innu-
endos, but others seemed to accept it for what it was.

| was in the majority who thoroughly enjoyed it and laughed the whole way through. |
think it was because | could identify with the main character ‘Mam' superbly played by
Alison Steadman, who, although she had memory problems was positive, cheerful and
resilient, albeit in a doolally sort of way. 'Dad’, played brilliantly by David Troughton,
sparred opposite Alison Steadman and both came across as larger than life.

I understand that this play was first seen in West London in 1980 but apparently it was a
commercial failure. | was told that Bennett was irritated by the fact that the audience
didn't even try to understand what he was attempting to say and also that it didn't corres-
pond to their idea of an Alan Bennett play.

However, despite this failure 30 years ago it became a great success in 2007. | believe it
was because of his fondness of quarrying work from his own personal experiences and
portraying his observations of real life especially in Leeds with which he was most
familiar, this providing the setting for 'Enjoy." In recent years | think people of our age are
less paranoid about forgetfulness, are more tolerant with innuendos and are now
acquainted with the ASBO generation, of which years ago was less well known.

Thanks Mike for arranging this visit to the Theatre Royal. Keep them coming — Man-
chester Royal Exchange and Mansfield Palace included please!
Margaret Burlinson



IT WASN'T THE SUNNIEST or warmest of days, but there was a turnout of 20 plus
strollers who ventured down to the woods at Sherwood Forest on 10th March.

From the visitors centre car park we ambled down to the Major Oak, there to find the
ubiguitous camera crew searching for Robin Hood, presumably. Diverting the crew from
finding him, we stopped for our photo stop beside the Major Oak. (See the website.)

Having achieved our goal we strolled merrily on to our final destination — the visitors
centre for a hot drink and thence back to the car park.
John Hallsworth

IF YOU ENJOY/(ED) the music of the 50s, 60s, 70s & 80s, please come along to our
Night of Nostalgia at the Triple 'S' Social Club, Mansfield Road, Skegby on Friday 21st
May. (There will be ample parking space.)

Local professional artists entertaining us will be: Cass (vocalist), Gary Haynes (guitar/
vocalist) and The Soulman (soul and Motown).

Tickets £5 from me today or ring me on 01623 451053.
Peter Haynes

ARE YOU FED UP with the long winter? Then why not join the Cycling group which is
due to start again on the fourth Saturday in May and will continue each month until
October.

We operate in Clumber Park where it is possible to hire a cycle for 2 hours at a cost of
£6.50 which includes a helmet, or of course you can bring along your own cycle. There
are numerous routes around the Park, some tarmac roads as well as forest paths that
can be used.

Last year we covered distances of 6 to 8 miles in the 2 hours that starts at 10.00 am. The
route is chosen on the day according to the groups' ability. Please note you must be able
to at least balance on 2 wheels!!

Access to the park is free for National Trust members who show their membership cards.

For more information contact either me or Marilyn Stubbs.
Peter Thurkettle

OUR CLASS IN the Mansfield Music and Drama festival at the Palace Theatre on
Monday 26th April starts at 6.30 so do come along to show your support. Tickets: £1.50
at the door.
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THIS TABLE SHOWS THE DAY of the month, time and frequency using the first two
letters of the day, followed by numbers 1 - 5 to represent the week number. The final
letter M (or F or W) indicates that the group meets monthly, fortnightly or weekly.

So “Tu2. 2.30 M” would mean a group meeting on the 2nd Tuesday at 2.30 pm monthly.

The main Mansfield and District USA meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month (except for August and December) at the Oakham Suite, Nottingham Road,
Mansfield from 10 am - 12.30 pm.

& L
Art Appreciation  Monthly, various St John's Centre, |Pauline Boucher
dates Mansfield 01623 644798

Next Meeting: Friday 28th May — Members Contributions, 10 -12
Next Visit: Sunday 18th April — Visit to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery

Beginners' Bridge | Mo, various, 6.30 M Enviro Centre, Maxine Rose /
(With Ashfield Derby Rd College, |Edith Senior
U3A) Mansfield 01623 644798

Next Meetings: 26th April, 10th May, 14th June, 28th June
Chat and Stitch Mo3, 2.00 - 4.00 M &t John's Centre, Marion Owens

Mansfield 01623 634408
Next Meetings: 17th May, 21st June, 27th Sept, 18th Oct, 15th Nov
Current Affairs Tu2,2.00 M Friends Meeting Norma Shillinglaw

House, Mansfield |01623 466934

Next Meetings: 11th May, 8th June

Cycling Sa4, 10.00 M Clumber Park Peter Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July

Digital World TBA TBA David Ling
01623 822994

A new group hoping to help members make the most of their digital cameras.

English Country Sa3,2.00 M South Forest Jean Kirk
Dancing * Leisure Centre 01623 480207

Next Meetings: 15th May, 19th June

All members are invited to contact the relevant Group Leader if they would like to
participate in any interest group or attend an event. NB: * indicates a waiting list.
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Family History

Tu4, 10.00 M N

5t John's Centre
Mansfield

Pat Blackwell
01623 481745

Next Meetings: 28th April — Newspapers; 26th May — Names

Film Studies Wel, 1.30 M St John's Centre, Joy Crowe
Mansfield 01623 645400
Next Meeting: See Groups News
Garden Visits During the Various Marion Thornton
Summer 01623 651528

Next Visit: Around Eastbourne in May with the Holidays (Home & Abroad) Group *

Gardening

Tul, 10.00 M

St Peter's Centre,
Mansfield

Avril McGee /
Freda Cooper -
01623 452688 /
01623 621173

Next Meeting: 4th May — Visiting speaker: Steven Routledge: 'Hanging Baskets'

Holidays
(Home & Abroad)

Next meetings:
May 21st & June 4th
10-11

Oberammergau
briefing at St
John's School

Margaret
Burlinson
01623 632538

Next Holidays: 10th - 14th May — Around Eastbourne, with the Garden Visits Group *
26th June - 5th July — Oberammergau *; 19th - 23rd July — Sandbay *, Nth Somerset

Introduction to Wel, 10-12 M Stanton Hill David Ling
Internet use Baptist Church, 01623 822994
Albert St.
Next Meeting: 5th May
Luncheon Club Th4,12.30 M arious David Ling
01623 822994

Next Meeting: 22nd May — Thai Chateau, Sutton-in-Ashfield

Classical Music 1
*

Th2,2.00-4.00 M

Members' homes

Alan & Marlene
Radford
01623 427934

Next Meeting: 13th M

ay at Eric's — Your favourite music

Next Concert Visit: 25th April — Palace Theatre, Mansfield, Bizet The Pearl Fishers 7.30 *

Classical Music 2

*

Mo4, 2.00 - 4.00 M

Members' homes

Peter Crabbe
01623 624224

Next Meeting: 26th April at Peter Hart's — Mahler
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Music 2

Mo4,2.00-4.30 M

Members' homes Hric Prescot t

01623 631160

Next Meetings: 26th April - Tranquil Moods at Norma's, postponed from March

Popular Music
Appreciation

Tu4,2.00-4.00 M

St John's School,
Mansfield

Peter Haynes
01623 451053

Next Meeting: 27th April
Next Concert Visit: 21st May — Night of Nostalgia, Triple 'S’ Social Club, Skegby.

Pudding Club

Tul, 4.00 M

Members' homes S

ylvia Slack
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 4th May at Sylvia's; 1st June at Janet's; 6th July at Sylvia's

Reading 1 *

Th3,2.00-4.00 M

Peter Dawson's
home

Peter Dawson
01623 882191

Next Meetings: 20th May; 17th June; 15th Ju

y

Reading 2 Tu3,2.00-4.00M |Ravenshead Joan McDonald
Library 01623 511713

Next Meetings: 20th April; 18th May; 15th June; 29th July

Science & Tul, 1.30-3.30 M |Stanton Hill lan Boucher

Technical Baptist Church, 01623 644798
Albert St.

Next Meeting: 4th May — 'Chemistry is fun' with Terry Whitehead

Scrabble Mo2,2.00-4.00 M PBrenda Thurkettle's | Brenda Thurkettle
home 01623 628136

Next Meetings: 10th May, 14th June, 12th July

Singing for Fun Th1&3,7.30F Brunts School, June Fell
Park Ave, 01623 623547
Mansfield

Next Meetings: May: 6th & 20th. June: 3rd & 17th
Next Performance: 26th April — Palace, Mansfield Music and Drama Festival, 6.30 pm

Sunday Lunchers

Su4,12.30 M

Andwhynot?
Leeming St, M'field

Jessie Best
01623 628671

Inaugural Meeting: 25th April

Tai Chi

Mo, 9.30 - 10.30 W

St John's Centre
Mansfield

Cliff Laycock
01623 481985

Next Meetings: April: 26th & 31st. May: 3rd, 10th & 17th




&

L (

Theatre Visits

Various

Various

Mike Allen

01623 653345

July 6th/10th; Stamford — Open Air Shakespeare, 'Much Ado About Nothing'

Treasures

Various

various

Joy Crowe

01623 645400

Next Meeting: TBA

)

Hikers
(all-day, 6 - 8 miles)

Thl & Mo3,9.30 F

Tesco car park,
off Oak Tree
Lane, Mansfield

Peter Thurkettle
01623 628136

Next Meetings: 6th May — Darley Bridge; 17

th May — Ashover; 3rd June — llam

Strollers
(a leisurely 2
miles)

We2, 10.30 M

Various

Geoff Davies
01634 623556

Next Meetings: 12th May — Rufford Abbey;

9th June — Clumber Park

Walkers
(an easy 4 - 5 miles)

We4, 10.30 M

Various

Sylvia Slack
01623 633981

Next Meetings: 28th April — Clumber Park (NB Change); 26th May — Pleasley Vale

Whist

Various Sa, 7.30 M

St Philip's Church
Hall, Chesterfield
Rd, Mansfield

Edith Senior
01623 654022

Next Meetings: 24th April, 15th May, 19th June; 11th September

Wine Appreciation
2 *

We3, 7.30 M

Members' homes

Mike Allen
01623 653345

Next Meeting: 19th May — Italian whites with Mike

Wine Appreciation
3 *

Tu4,7.30 M

Members' homes

lan Boucher
01623 644798

Next Meetings: 1st June — Riesling with B & L; 22nd June — Pinotage with Jill

(1)

IN MARCH WE raised the sum of £47.10 at the book stall. This brings the total for 2010 to
£134.40. We can only achieve this with help from those serving, those who bring books
and those who buy them. Remember, until further notice, all books are charged at 40p
and what you pay goes to help keep down YOUR subscriptions. So bring your books and

buy more. (If you have read last month's, bring 'em back for the ultimate in recycling!)

Terry Whitehead
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AS THE MOTION PICTURE Licence runs out in April, we can no longer hold perform-
ances at the St John’s Centre after this month and there will be no meeting in May.

We will restart in June and until further notice the meetings will take place at my home
but space is limited and the group is now full. (Everyone who came most often during the
past year has been invited to this new group.)

Joy Crowe

) +

AT OUR MEETING in March at John and Margaret's, we tasted a grape new to us —
Gewurtztraminer. Lovely long German name, actually from Austria, even though the grape
is now grown anywhere but!

The wine is white, with a very floral bouquet, and reputedly goes well with Thai food. The
interesting thing is that, while it is sweet at first, there is no cloying after-taste, and the
wine, while not flinty, still has a sharp, clean taste.

The bottle we judged as 'best’ was a 2007 from Alsace (now the wine's 'home") from Ann
et Vin in Newark at £12.00. The others were from South Africa, New Zealand, Chile and
Portugal (didn't like this last one). It's a wine well worth drinking, though you won't find it
on the budget shelves!

Mike Allen

iSALANCES OF £160/£170 are due today if you are coming to Eastbourne — 10th/14th
May — including entry to Wisley and driver's gratuity. (Or £1 less if you are a member of
the RHS and get into Wisley free.) Cheques payable to Mansfield & District U3A please.

The numbers for Sandbay , North Somerset, in July have been maintained so the balance
for this holiday is now £152 (including driver's gratuity) and must be paid at the May
meeting please. NB. Cheques for this holiday payable to Sherwood U3A please.

Margaret Burlinson

*

At the March meeting of the Family History Group 20 members, together with 10 visitors,
were challenged to a quiz, with cryptic clues, about ‘ltems from Granny's Attic'.

Mr Rodney Cousins, a retired Lincolnshire museum curator, had set the quiz and brought
a number of items which were in use in years gone by. | did hear a comment that some
of our members were still using some of the items now!

Marjorie Smith was the outright winner and was given a small prize, and a raffle for an
Easter Egg was won by Sylvia Atkinson.

I would just like to thank anyone who helped with refreshments and furniture moving etc.
It all helped to make it an enjoyable and entertaining meeting.
Pat Blackwell
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IN 1992, SHORTLY AFTER we had
both retired from the hospital service, my
wife June and | responded to a small
notice in the Chad proposing the estab-
lishment of a branch of the U3A based
on the Dukeries Comprehensive School
at Ollerton.

Over the next few years this branch

developed strongly and come 1999, at

an Interest Group meeting at the house of Edith Senior, someone raised the question
"Would there be any possibility of a branch in Mansfield?" The seven members present
decided to try.

Letters were sent to the Chad, Nottingham Evening Post, Recorder, and Advertiser. An
interview was done on Radio Nottingham. Notices were posted in NCC Branch libraries
around the area, and in Post Offices and Supermarkets etc, calling an Open Meeting at
The Friends Meeting House in Mansfield on 18th May 1999.

We were hoping that perhaps 10 or 20 people would attend but actually 65 turned up.
Edith gave a talk explaining the concept of the U3A, and those present were then asked
whether they wished to form a branch for Mansfield and District. They voted YES.

Volunteers were requested for the Branch officers and committee. Edith Senior became
Chairman, with myself as Vice Chairman. Secretary, Malcolm Osborne; Treasurer, Edith
Humphreys — succeeded shortly afterwards by Alan Radford; Membership Secretaries,
Diana Osborne and Marlene Radford. The committee included Rita Turner, my wife
June Reader, Ralph Holt, Peggy Thomas, and Marjorie Smith.

Interest Groups

At the Open Meeting the attenders were asked to identify which Interest Groups they
wished to start. These came to 16 in total and included Theatre Visits, Poetry, Bridge,
Walking, Reading, a monthly Coffee Meeting, Local History, Holidays, Scrabble, Outings,
Family History, Play Reading, Art, a Luncheon Club, and 2 Music Appreciation. Three of
these were not sustained. The branch now has around 30 including 4 for music, 3 for
walking, and 2 for reading.

Finance

The new branch was fortunate to gain a significant grant from the Nottinghamshire
County Council in its very early days. This, together with other smaller grants from
various organisations, gave us a sound basis upon which to build. The branch is now
entirely self financing via membership subscriptions, income from the bookstall, and the
various social events organised by members and groups. New Interest Groups can
usually be offered some financial help when first being set up.
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Holidays, Events, and Visits

In 2002 one of the early branch holidays was to Bodelwyddan Castle, North Wales. We
were offered Welsh Cakes on arrival. Max Boyce was the star turn for the Saturday
evening entertainment. Our group were unable to obtain seats to enjoy this due to an
influx of people from the local area. However we found a spare room and sat chatting
and sharing amusing experiences. In May 2003 we enjoyed a holiday in Paris. The itin-
erary was arranged by the coach company, and the on-board courier was very inform-
ative in pointing out places of interest as we travelled around. The coach driver was
superb in negotiating that huge vehicle through the very dense traffic exacerbated by a
strike of public transport staff.

During September 2005 we were sponsored by one of our Regional MEPs, the late Philip
Whitehead, to visit the European Parliament in Brussels. Then, in conjunction with a group
from the local Labour party, some members visited the Houses of Parliament in London.
Having seen the location of part of our democratic system, these members expressed a
wish to learn more of the process of government.

This was the start of a new Interest Group to study the British Constitution. The group
continued under this title until the controversial Presidential election in the USA of George
W. Bush caused such a stimulating discussion that it was decided to change the name to
Current Affairs.

As part of our Current Affairs interests, the group have made local visits to the offices of
Mansfield District Council. Richard Goad, the then Chief Executive, gave a compre-
hensive report on the operation of the Council. Afterwards our members had the oppor-
tunity to see the CCTV station which is based at the Council offices. This operation also
provoked many questions. The group also visited Mansfield Magistrates Court around
then.

Over the years we have had several visits to the city of Leeds, arranged for the branch by
Terry Whitehead. These visits have included the television studios as part of the audience
for "Countdown" in the days of the late Richard Whiteley, and also Carol Vorderman.
Terry also arranged a trip to The City Varieties at Leeds for a show based on the format of
"The Good Old Days" as used to be seen on TV.

Objectives of the U3A

In May 1999, the Mansfield and District Branch started with 65 members. By September
2000 this had increased to 90 members, and in July 2001 to 118 members. The branch
has relocated its monthly meeting twice since being established due to increasing member-
ship, and has fostered the establishment of other branches in the area.

When it was first started in Toulouse, France in 1973 the objectives of the University of the
Third Age were the provision of Social, Recreational and Cultural activities for people over
50 years of age and no longer in whole-time employment. We think that these objectives
have been achieved by our branch in Mansfield.

Ray and June Reader
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THERE ARE NOW TWO new features on our site that we hope will make it easier to keep
in touch with developments, to see what's been happening and to find information:

You can now ask for emails telling you when any page has changed — just type
your address into the box on the home page side bar where it says 'enter email'.
Our search engine has been upgraded and will now show you the way to every
word or phrase on the site and in all the newsletters, minutes and other docu-
ments on our server — so making it quicker to find things.

David Ling

+ : (

WHEN | FIRST HEARD of the formation of yet another tier of ‘management’ of U3As
within the county | was very sceptical as | was afraid it would just be another talking
shop. But | was wrong — the network is now one year old and is making real progress in
many matters that could help the increasing number of U3As within Nottinghamshire.
Assistance is now available for all new or even ‘nearly-new’ committee members
who feel that they would benefit from a discussion with others who are in the same
post in other U3As — e.g. chairman, secretary, treasurer, membership secretary etc. If
there is enough interest it is hoped to run workshops to enable them to meet to
exchange ideas and experiences.

Moves are afoot to form new U3As in Retford, Arnold and elsewhere. Venues have
been checked out and publicity material is being produced. So please pass this inform-
ation on to any interested friends or relatives in those areas.

The Gardening interest group leader at Burton Joyce U3A has recently organised a
successful meeting for other gardening group leaders with lots of useful information
being exchanged. A second meeting has been arranged for November. It is hoped that
similar meetings of leaders of other interest groups will eventually be organized and will
prove to be of mutual benefit.

Nottingham U3A is planning meetings to help County U3A webmasters and news-
letter editors share experiences and tips.

Plans are being made for joint events with Nottingham and Trent Universities and |
for one will watch this space.
Rita Turner

- &

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS for the next (May) issue of this newsletter by email to

mansfieldu3a@aol.com by 1st May at the latest. Thanks!
David Ling (01623 822994)

Editor : Glynis Benford (01623 459619) Printed by : Portland Print (www.portlandprint.org.uk/)
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